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Who is Lagging Behind? 

■ Agr. R&D spending declined in 13 countries during 2001–2008 
(including many in francophone West Africa); Decline started 
in 1990s for some.
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Africa’s Investment Challenge: 

Underinvestment

■ In 2008, only 8 countries spent more than 1% of their 
agricultural GDP on agricultural R&D
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Africa’s Investment Challenge: 

High Donor-Dependency

■ Although the government is the principal funder of 
agricultural R&D in Africa as a whole, many countries are 
extremely dependent on donor funding and development 
bank loans
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Africa’s Investment Challenge: 

Funding Volatility

■ Donor and government funding has been highly volatile, 
making viable long-term research programs difficult

0

83

166

249

332

415

0

5

10

15

20

25

1981 1984 1987 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2005 2008

M
illio

n
 2

0
0

5
 P

P
P

 d
o

llars

B
ill

io
n

 2
0

0
5

 n
ai

ra

NARIs (15) Other government (7) Higher education (66)

0

5

10

15

20

1981 1984 1987 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2005 2008

B
ill

io
n

 2
00

5
 C

FA
 f

ra
n

cs

ISRA ITA Higher education (7)

0

9

18

26

35

0

2

4

6

8

1981 1984 1987 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2005 2008

B
ill

io
n

 2
0

0
5

 C
FA

 fr
an

cs

INRAN CMB Higher education (4)

M
illion

 2
0

05
 PP

P
 do

llars

0

10

20

30

40

0

2

4

6

8

1981 1984 1987 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2005 2008

M
illio

n
s d

e
 d

o
llars P

P
A

 2
0

0
5

M
ill

ia
rd

s 
d

e
 f

ra
n

cs
 C

FA
 2

0
0

5

INERA et prédécesseurs Autres agences d'État (12)

Enseignement supérieur (4)

SenegalNigeria

NigerBurkina Faso



www.asti.cgiar.org

Considerable variation in researcher qualifi-

cation across countries (and by gender), 2008
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Africa’s Human Capacity Challenges

■ Researchers in francophone West Africa on average 
more highly qualified, but many countries face 
rapidly aging pools of scientists.

■ Large influx of young BSc-qualified scientists after 
years of recruitment restrictions in many 
(anglophone) countries

■ High staff turnover: Many researchers have left 
agencies due to low salaries/conditions of service
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■ Introduction to current ASTI program

■ Recent evidence for Sub-Saharan Africa

■ Next phase of ASTI and collaboration with 

NEPAD/ASTII

Outline of Presentation
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ASTI’s Transformation from Ad Hoc Activity to 

a Sustainable Data Collection System

■ More decentralized data collection system by establishing a 
set of national and regional focal points

■ This will allow for closer linkages with national stakeholders, 
and it will link the ASTI team with specialists at regional 
organizations, other CGIAR centers, ASTII focal points, and 
other partner institutions

■ Such a system is expected to enhance national-level 
ownership of the datasets, and ultimately stimulate the use 
of the datasets for further advocacy and analysis, and secure 
the continuity of data collection activities
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■ Harmonize survey forms and survey cycle in order to 
minimize data collection duplication

■ Ensure comparability across ASTI and ASTII 
indicators 

■ Facilitate cooperation between ASTI and ASTII focal 
points and explore linkages in capacity building 
activities

■ Exchange of agricultural R&D investment and 
capacity data for countries not covered by ASTI and 
vice versa

■ ASTI/ASTII joint advocacy role

Future Collaboration between 

ASTI and ASTII
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